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The field of architecture has experienced considerable advances in the last few
years, many of them connected with new methods and processes, the development
of faster and better computer systems and a new interest in our architectural heritage.
It is to bring such advances to the attention of the international community that this
book series has been established. The object of the series is to publish state-of-the-
art information on architectural topics with particular reference to advances in new
fields, such as virtual architecture, intelligent systems, novel structural forms, material
technology and applications, restoration techniques, movable and lightweight
structures, high rise buildings, architectural acoustics, leisure structures, intelligent
buildings and other original developments. The Advances in Architecture series
consists of a few volumes per year, each under the editorship - by invitation only -
of an outstanding architect or researcher.  This commitment is backed by an illustrious
Editorial Board.  Volumes in the Series cover areas of current interest or active
research and include contributions by leaders in the field.
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Preface

I feel privileged that the Wessex Institute of Technology has chosen Malta as the
location to stage the First International Conference on Maritime Heritage. It is
opportune that this conference is being held on an island considered to be at the
crossroads of the Mediterranean, a sea that has witnessed the birth and evolution
of many maritime cultures, traditions and customs. It is at this geographical crossroads
that we have welcomed delegates from around the globe to discuss and share their
research and knowledge, linked as they are by the common theme of the sea and its
legacy.
     The papers in this book, submitted by the various authors, reflect the broad
spectrum of topics that are embraced under the notion of ‘Maritime Heritage’ as well
as a variety of related disciplines. Archaeology, history, ethnography, museum
studies and oceanography are just some of the disciplines brought to bear on the
study of the subjects presented in this book. Indeed, the field of ‘Maritime Heritage’
is fertile ground for interdisciplinary cooperation and understanding amongst
scholars and researchers. With this in mind I would urge the Wessex Institute of
Technology to work towards establishing the Maritime Heritage conference as a
regular event that would continue to provide a platform for the sharing of information
on such a varied and fascinating subject.

Timothy Gambin
Malta, January 2003
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