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Abstract 

The model district Freiburg-Vauban is one of the first low-car housing projects in 
Germany. Within the project "Optimisation of the Traffic Concept of the District 
Freiburg-Vauban during Implementation" sponsored by the German Federal 
Foundation for Environment, an evaluation of the traffic concept was carried out.' 
The results show the influence of car-ownership on the mobility behaviour of 
people and the changes of mobility behaviour that took place after the residents 
relinquished use of their cars. This paper reports on the traffic concept 
implemented in the district as well as the positive effects for the district that could 
be reached by reducing the number of cars. 

l Introduction 

The enormous increase in motorization in the last decades coupled with the still 
ongoing growth of passenger volume and the proportion of motorised modes of 
transport have caused severe transport problems in urban areas. Many urban 
districts are burdened with congestion, traffic noise, pollution and space 
constraints for motorised individual traffic. The advantages of urban life such as 
good shopping facilities and a broad cultural offering are often overshadowed by 
the disadvantages of decreasing quality of life caused by previous long term car- 
orientated transport planning. As a result, many people move to the periphery of 
cities and reinforce splinter development. Because of the lower level of public 
transport at the rural-urban interface, the dependency on car use is much lugher. 
As a consequence, transport problems in cities increase, leading to a vicious 
circle. 

' Project partners are the Forum Vauban e.V. and the Eco Institute e.V., Freiburg. 
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